_ officers’

T was not so long ago that every one
was interested sentimentally or other-
wise in the arrival in America of

bevies of pretty war brides.

It was admitted, of course, that it was

all very romantic, the inclinatiomof the
soldier left on forefgn duty to fall in love

with the attractive—and near at hand—

German and French girls, but it was ad-
mitted, too, that it was very Imprudent of
the lovelorn young soldier boys to really
Bét married. This applied, of course, most-
ly to the soldiers of the regular army or
those who had reenlisted and who intended
to remain in the service,

“What in the world,” the question was,
“can a private soldier do with a wife, espe-
cially a young wife, very apt to chafe under
army discipline and fret about her hus-
band's baving to take orders {rom so many
superiors?"

Really, such a bride hardly could call her
home life her own; there could be no sit-
ting for a chat over breakfast; no linger-
ing over lanch; nothing at all that would
{nterfere with her husband's ridiculous
drilling!

So there is a great deal of wonder just
now as to how it's all worked out. What
has become of the war brides and their sol-
dier heroes? And how surprising it seems
that privates in the army really can keep
their wives in quite the same luxury al
lotted the wives of noncommissioned offi-
cers! It's all come about as one of the
peculiarities of the “new arniy.”

Divorces are so rare as to be almost un-
heard of. In a period of two years the
writer has heard of only one.

The married officers have quarters of
their own set apart. The nature of the
quarters {8 strictly dependent
upon the post, camp or station. At Gov-
ernors Island and other old and long es-
tablished army posts the officers’ quarters
are very comfortable. They are somewhat
erowded at Governors Island now. At the
Presidlo, in San Francisco, and at Fort
Sam Houston, in San Antonio, much the
same comfortable conditions prevail.

But that Is rather generally known—or
guessed. It is not so well known that the
enlisted married men are extraordinarily
well cared for, that their families are
housed and their children educated. It is
true that |n the old posts the married non-
commissioned officer is as well or better
cared for than the married junior officers—
lieutenants.

Lived Better as Private’s Wife
Than as Banker's Daughter

A private soldier in the army on the
Rhine married a distant reélative of the
House of Hohenzollern, The father of the
bride was the president of a bank In a
sizable German city. It s an amazing
fact that the wife of this private in the
American army lved llke a princess, far
better than she had lived as the daughter
of a bank preskdent. With the provisions
made by the army for its married person-
nel, with the additional pay for foreign
service and with the exceedingly favorable
exchange rate, the private and his wife
were most afMluent.

Now that they are back In America and
he I8 out of the army, the young woman
ia washing dighes and making herself gen-
erally housewifely, but their first few mar-
rled months, spent in Germary, were ex
ceedingly pleasant and without trouble-
some features at all, Perhaps he would
have beenr wiser and hls wife much hgp-
pler it he had stuyed in the army. They
wounld have heen assured then of a com-
fortable home without rent worries, But
it I8 barely possible that he and his wife
might have been sent to one of the newer
stations. Then it would not have heen so
pleasant.

It 1s In army camps and stations, mostly
located In the cantonments bullt by 10 per
cent, cost plus contractors where condi-
tions prevail which were described by
Gen. Harbord rocently as “gquarters unfit
to house either conviets or lunaties.”

it I8 in these crumbling relics ‘of the
world war that army offleers and men
have a hard time of it taking care of their
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families. To the
married officers
areallotted shacks
which would not
even be used for ,
a 'woodahed by
civilians; the
bachelor officers
asa rule are quar
tered in tiny little
cubbyholes “ and
the single men are
guartered in bar-
ratks the cracks
of which usually show tendencies of open-
ing to the four winde of heaven.

But just such shacks as these give the
women of the army an upport?ntty to show
their mettle. It is wonderful to see just
what their clever hands can do toward
making comfortable homes of places which
at first appear to be almost godforsaken
in their barrenness. A touch of enamel
&nd of paint and rough boards become
smooth, and a few flowers planted in al-
most any soll will grow luxuriantly if
tended with care. .

Making Comfortable Quarters
Appeals to Army Women

Making comfortable quarters out of
places of discomfort is the job which falls
tn the army woman. And nobly she per-
forms it, as take the testimony of a bach-
elor who has often looked upon her work
from the windows of the bachelor quar-
ters, In which clothing, guns, pistols and
other equipment showed that it was the
abode of man, mere man with no refining
influences to elvilize him,

Indeed, so much is ours a marrying army
that the bachelor officer dnd soldier is far
less comfortable than his married brother.
The theory seems to be bachelors can live
anywhere and get along anyhow, which,
of course, is exactly rightg but once In a
while It does come with just a wee bit of
dtraln to look over the married quarters,
hear the sound of planos and of song and
then turn wearily back and give the pro-
eale traveling phonograph (your only mu-
gical equipment), the once over and then
wistfully go off somewhere for rest and
recreation.

In only ane thing has the bachelor in
the armdy any advantage over the married
man. This Is that If a traveling order
comes he has only to pack and march,
leaving no wife behind to worry, and not
having to bother with packing and crating
and shipping the hundred and one things
that the army benedict accumulates, In-
cidentally just on account of this, biiche-
lors usually get the brisk, emergency as-
signments, it being the currently held the-
ory, based on ldng practice, that any bach-

elor needs only fifteen minutes’' notice to
travel to China or elsewhere.

But enough of the bachelors—we ‘don'l

‘count anyhow,

Married officers and their families, of
course, hive homes very much as civilian
families have, the size of these and their
comfort depending largely upon the rank
of the officer. The lieutenants who are
married are the boys who have & hard time
ot it, according to the married lieuntenants
themselves, for usually just about the time
they get their quarters 'fixed up beautl-
fully along comes an order and they move
and some one else moves in to the little
nest on which he has worked for months,
Mais c'est la guerre.

But the enlisted married men are the
ones who really benefit by matrimony in
the army. As has been said, the-soldier
is & marrying man. Give him the moon-
light, give him a girl and leave the rest to
him.

His amiable wmknesa In this respect is
known to the girls near posts and camps
in the United States. The mademoiselles
of la belle France have heard his whis-
pered words beneath the stars. The red
cheeked maidens of Luxemburg and Bel-
gium have ylelded to his importunities.
The frauleins of Germany have come to
know him as an honorable lover with seri-
ous Intentlons and malds of Merrle Eng-
land in many cases have joined him in
an alllance which brought them to the
posts and camps of the little old regular
army—an army which guards Its own.

Nothing which the army can give is too
good for the soldier and his bride. In no
other army in the world is there so large
a proportion of married men, and when the
enlisted soldler marries he becomes at
once entitled to privileges of a high order.

Somewhere in some hlue book or another
{s the ghost of a regulation now long de-
ceasad which says that a soldier must
ask permisslon of his commanding officer
before he marries. This is usually hon-
ored more by the breach than by the ob-
servance, for what can be done when the
American soldier trustfully appears in the
orderly room with the announcement that
he “has gone and done It"? There is only
one thing to be done—take care of them:
and harassed commanding officers  at once
get to work to assign quarters to the new

Many Hundreds of Foreign Born Girls, German,
French and Belgian, Won by Our Boys, Living
_Happily in Army Posts Where Conditions Are
Superior to the Best They Had at Home

couple, and harried gquartermasters watch
the scant stock of composition board and
lumber diminish.

When the enlisted spldier brings a wife
home from abroad she is treated exactly
as though she were the wife of an officer.
She Is given first class passage to this
country. The benedict, however, trav-
els according to his rank. If he Is a pri-
vate he travels with the men of the com-
rany In the quarters assigned the organi-
zation. 1If he is a noncommissioned offi-
cer, he is given quarters which usually are
compatible to his grade. :

But the hride—there is mno rank
women in this man's army—gets the best
that the army can offer her,

If the husband is a noncommissioned of-
ficer he is given quarters which usually
are somewhat better than those given to a
lieutenant. In permanent posts these con-
gist of little bungalows or apartments
which any woman would find “cute.” If he
is a private he is given smaller quarters,
hut usoally draws about two rooms, bath
and all modern arrangements,

In addition to his quarters the married
eplisted man is given what is called com-
mutation rations, as he eats at home, in
other words, he is given the cash value of
his ration and is also permitted to buy
from army stores on credit at cost price,

If his wife or his children become’ {11
there {8 a physlcian seut to the house at
once, If the sickness is severe the hgs-
pital takes In the sufferer and gives every
possible care. If death enters the house-
hold the post, it it is a small one, goes
into mourning, for nowhere in the world
{8 there a stronger feeling of comrade-
ship than in the regular army.

This feeling of comradeship, this mutual
respect of officer and man, is the founda-
tion of discipline. When men are long In
the same organization this spirit breeds a
real affection. To those who think the
army hard boiled it should come as a pleas
ant sarprise to learn that it is quite the
usual thing for oficers and men who have
gerved together and separated to shake
hands and chat a bit on meeting once
more.

There i a certain general ,n the army
who. wherever he goes, is greeted by some

for

1922,

‘nr another
who served with
him. Critics of
the army who
profess to believe
the service s one
of snobbery should
see the “0ld Boy"”
on these occa-
sions. Out goes
his hand, fils eves
twinkling:

“Well, well, well,
Sergeant—glad to
see you! Damn glad to see you. How's
the Missus and the kids?"

“Fine, sir."

It is a greeting between two comrades
it a common cause. Officlally, of course,
there would be the formality which regu-
lations impose, but unofficially these things
are walved when to walve them Is both
good taste and common sense,

Critics of the army say that West Point
breeds snobbery. Many an officer who is
not a West Pointer can and does readily
say that such outhursts as these are sim-
ply based on as foul a misconception of
as fine a group of men as have ever served
this country. The West Pointer, indeed, In
the army sets the example of true demoe-
racy—the treating of all men fairly and
squarely—and old soldiers are quick to say

that West Pointers are the very first of
all to go out of their way to help the men
of thelr commands, They labor long hours
with enlisted men who are ambitious to
teach them things entirely outside the
rcutine of military service which the men
wish to know for their own advancement.
The West Pointer, indeed, is prone to deal
with his men not as a martinet but as
what he is trained to be—a leader, whom
the men will follow through sheer pride.

Old ‘Noncoms’ Factor
In Developing Raw Men

Next to the officer in developing the
spirit of the army is the old noncommis-
sioned officer. Keen he {8 and canny he
is and wise to the ways of man and mald,
More often than not he has entered the
army as a "kld"” and has made hla way
up through one enlistment after another,
getting a touch of the Philippines, a taste
of China and a "look see” In on Japan on
his journeys around the world. These are
the backbone of the army—these noncoms
—and most of them are married and have
childran—many children.

For example, last year In one army
camp the Colonel visited the army school
one bright day, returned to his headquar-
ters and sent for the only lfeutenant in the
regiment who was a bachelor.

“Ideutenant,” he said genlally, “we need
a playground down at the school—build
one. We need a volley ball court, four

man

‘Will Another Deluge End#eWorld ?

EW subjects are more fascinating
F than what will the end of the
world be. WIIl it come in a fiery
cataclysm? Or, will heat die away and all
life expire under an intense cold? Or will
there be a deluge? Some leading geologista
have it that this last dppeara to be more

probable than either of the others, Maybe
the history of the earth will repeat itmelf
then.

ords are found; and everywhere at an
average of a thousand feet higher than at
present.

It has been averred the enormous mass
of water now missing 18 contalned in the
ice cap of the Antarctic. And. the fee eap,
Incrensing In Immensity and weight, has

slowly but surely displaced the center of
the earth's gravity to the southward until
it s two ot three miles from the position

When the Antarctic Ice cap began to ,held hefore the ice cap began to accumu-

form aeons ago It commenced pulling the
waters of the world over the equator into
the Southern Hemlsphere. There are pre
historle sea margine which to-day reveal
that the ocean once stood at @ much higher
level than It does to-dny. In British Co-
lumbia and southward—along the Rocky
Mountains, Andes, and highlands of South
America—and on the mountain sldes and
summits of the Old World, these tidal rec-

lnte,

Some scientiste deduce more than that
The development, they state, of the Im-
measurable glaclers at the South Pole 18
reaching the point which may immediately
precede the eruption of them into parts.
Then at any time after this danger has
come about the hreaking up ef those many
billlong of cubic miles of lee will let loose
all the acenmulated waters of the Southern

Hemlsphere, And it comprises fourfifths
of the entire waters of this globe, These
waters, when thus freed, will set in a flow
northward

They will surge across the egquator,
bearing on thelr surface the gigantic re-
maing of the Antaretic lce' caps. This
ceennfe cataclysm will gradually sweep

upon Australusia and Africa, and Invade
the low lying lands of Asia and the Amer-

feas and Eurape. These will be Nooded
hundreds of fathoms deep, and the ice
flelde still aflont remold in thelr passage
the higher contours of the deluged lands,

Only the mountain tops can escape,
The disintegration «©f the glaciers and
lee ranges of the Antarctlo spells the end

of this world to all ts inhabited conti-

nonts, for the waters will engnlf them

Mankind will flee to the mountain tops,

And where for ages all has been lce and
\

snow, as at this day, a new hemisphere
will come into existence, and lite
alowly evolve [tself once more

Buat, may not something similar have oe-
curred In the primordial past,
ceeding from the Arctic? The
from the Biblleal relatlon of it ls

wili

and pro
Deluge

apart

disoredited in many gquarters to-day. Yet
there Is no tradition so universal In gen-
eral terms., It cannot bhe accounted for

on the hypothesis that nations in the same
stage of civillzatlon arrive at nearly the
same results, for the tradition of a deluge
has not been—and I8 not—confined to clvl
lization. Nor fs it to be accounted for by
immigrant inflyences from Asia, invading
~aay, the Pacific region and the Americas

What did that good sclentist, the lnte
Lord Salisbury, once say? ‘That sclence Is
half imagination. But sclence g deadly
accurate.

swings, two parallel bars and a slide for
the kiddies; build them.”

The lHeutenant did not knew what a vol-
ley ball looked like, and since he was a
hachelor it was quite natural that his ig-
norance of children was profound-—but
anyhow he got a detail of men, secured
gome ‘lumber from the quurl.orm':mter and
scme nshes from the kitchen and some
cinders from the pile’ which nobody was
gvatching. He proceeded to build. In four
days he had everything about the play-
grounds complete but the slide. He did
not know how to make a slide, but he had
Ingenuity and experimental turn of
mind. He made something as nearly like
a ellde as he could conceive,

It was a disproportionate looking thing.
It reared Its great gaunt frame about
thirty feet in the alr. It had two tracks in
which small wheels formerly belonging to
an army truck were caleulated to fit nicely
The vehicle was bullt on wheels, It looked
something lke a sled which lacked the
grace and lightness of a sled. The wooden
tracks were greased, and a volunteer
climbed up to the top of the contraption,
Gdragging the vehicle with him. He offered
te take the first ride, but it was declded
that a bag of potatoes might more safely
take the initial trip on the slide.

Since the lHeutenant was a bachelor he
entirely overlooked the law of inertia and
the sled started. galned momentum, and
maide as fine a plide as ever had been
seen. The sled stopped—the bag of pota-
toes did not stoep. It kept on at a terrific
speed and crashed through a window of

an

the school—that was the psychological
moment for the Colonel to be on hand—
and he was

“Lieutenant,” he sald, mildly, “is this a

new patent to assure attendance?”

Every possible effort was made to cor-
rect the slight deficieney which caused
the slide to function so perilously, but the
law of Inertia wnas persistent. It was
finally managed to cut down the jump of

the bag of potatoes from 10 to 3 feet—but

anyway the slide was rigidly condemned
by official arder

And naturally that was all that was
needed to make the contraption thoroughly
papular with the school children. Of course
the gled was taken off, but that did not
prevent excursions on the slide, Pleces of

board came in handy as sub=titutes, and as

they worked it out the elide became an
established success; nor were there any
casualties

These children were typical of those of
any army post. There Is of course no rank
in school—the children of the officer and
the noncommissgioned offMicer receive the
same instructions. No children are better
behaved than those of the aold noncom of
fleers First sergeants with severn! en-
Hstments as a rule administer thelr fami-
Hes with almost military digeipline. Many
noncommissioned officers are ambitious
for thelr sons to go to West Polnt—this is
a somewhat usual ambition. Sons of sol-
diers take to discipline ke ducks to wa-
ter. One which the writer has particularls
In mind—whenever he met his father he
would stand stradght as an arrow and walt
for "orders” and when the word “rest’
would be given he would “break ranks
with himself” and sprawl all over the place
Moreover, he could ride, swim, shoot and
do a perfectly mgood drill with a rifle

Family lfe does not exist In any other
army in the world fn the sense in whi
such life 1# usually construed In the
British army, for example, an offlcors’

formation—no women sttend except
state geeaslons and the women and
children eat alone

In the United Btates Armvyv usually
mess hall I8 very much like a lttle
taurant, with amall tables at which sit little
groups of four or six, wives, hushands and
kiddies together The noncommisgioned
officers and married privates est at home
much as do eclvilians, respondng the
tugle ealls much as civilians respond to
factory whistles or time clocks. And so,
take It all in all, the lot of the “Dinah
Shad” of the U'nited States army s a happy
one-~perhaps It fs that so lttle Is needed
to make happiness in the army or perhaps
it is that love snatched beneath the sword
1a ever aweel
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